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“Our squeezin’...is pleasin’”

The Oklahoma Accordion Club Newsletter
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Meetup Info for Sunday, Jan. 12, 2025 — 3:30 PM

Oklahoma Accordion Club (founded in If you can’t attend the live 3:30 PM meetup
2000) meets in person once again on Sunday, in person, you can experience it via Zoom —
January 12, at 3:30 PM at Messiah Lutheran using the same codes (see red type below) you
Church, on the SE corner of Portland Avenue may have used in previous years. Zoom’s
and NW Expressway in Oklahoma City. The musical sound quality is nothing to write home
south entrance to the church (there’s a portico about, but feel free to tune us in anyway!
at that doorway in case of rain!) takes you
into the foyer, where the sound of music (or
the sight of signage) will direct you to where

we and our accordions await! https . / /
Snacks are welcome! Bring your us 0 2W€b ZOOIMLUS /

accordion, or just come as you are and sit

down with us to drink in the sweet sounds! i /5 2 3 67 097 99

On computer, tablet, or smartphone, to join
us with both audio and video, go to
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5236709799
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5236709799
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/5236709799

OAC Meetup
Dec. 8, 2024
Pix: Diana
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JUST ACCORDIONS

7109 N.W. 102nd Street
OKC, OK 73162

juaccord@hotmail.com
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@rs Steve Martin is @ feeling sad.

5h-@
Elija Clements
RIP! this young texas man was a massive talent in the accordion world . i
learned of his death first from
an accordion friend in Scotland and an accordion teacher here in Plano . i
really didn’t know home him but at my invite he ( and his dad) came to my

house to pick out a few free accordions about 4 years ago . this is tragic news. ccordion

it was a traffic accident this week! he was 22 . great looking kid: big ego;
natural talent .

Danny Smith
1 believe he performed at the accordion convention last year and was
truly amazing. So sad to hear this news. The world has lost a great
talent.
4h Like Reply
Matt Tolentino
Unbelievable. | saw it on Irwin’s page last night - not what | expected
to see on the home feed last night. Certainly a big loss. So much
potenti
3h Like Reply
@i Steve Martin
Matt Tolentino a bigger deal i think than the music world loosing
a great guitarist or drummer ...

2h Like Reply
Ed Gunsalus
Oh my. Met and saw him at Dallas Accordion Club meetings.
Incredibly talented and very nice person.

2h Like Reply

Our next Oklahoma Accordion Club meetup is 3:30 PM,
Sunday, January 12, at Messiah Lutheran Church, OKC.
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Oklahoma City, OK 73159
405-201-7867

magster@aol.com

VICE-PRESIDENT
Ron Shearon
209 South 2nd

Bison, OK 73720
580-603-0078

rlshearon@gmail.com

TREASURER
Ron Shearon
209 South 2nd

Bison, OK 73720

580-603-0078

rlshearon@gmail.com

SECRETARY
Lois Roth
Edmond, OK 73013
405-340-6454

roth6454@gmail.com

HISTORIAN/LIBRARIAN
Open
PAST PRESIDENT
Barbara Duer

WEBMASTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Diana Richard
Diana.l.richard@gmail.com

WEBSITE
http://www.okaccordion.club/

Lifetime Members

Maggie Abel

Jim & June Butricks
William “Rusty” Dolton
Frank Gesinski
Janet Haskin
Roland Lohmann
Frankie Martinez
Bob Mansfield

Tom Phillips

Phil Scibelli

Ophelia Woody
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Mark Your Calendars

Dick Albreski

GUESS WHAT? They say, “Money is the root of all
evil.” I can’t believe that! Money keeps our Accordi-
on Club going. Our Accordion Club is not evil! In fact,
Thanks to you all, it is beautiful! Now the GUESS
WHAT? It is time to renew your membership for
2025. We need each and everyone of you to contin-
ue to support the accordion. Please don’t let us
down. The individual fee for one year is only $20 and
a lifetime is only at the moderate total of S300.
Better yet, do you have or know of any potential new
members? We need them too!

A sincere THANK YOU to those members and
friends who supported the OAC Christmas Party on
December 8. A great time was had by all and yes, we
did raise some money for the students to attend the
NAA convention in March. The amount is still being
tabulated and the total will follow later. Without
your support, we cannot continue. Again, thank you.

CURRENT NEWS: Once again, the Bohemian
Knights will be performing at the Royal Bavaria Res-
taurant every Friday and Saturday in January from
5:00 to 9:00PM. This is your chance to hear great
live music. The Royal Bavaria Restaurant is located
at 3401 South Sooner Road, Moore, OK. They serve
an excellent German cuisine plus home-brewed beer.
What could be better? Good food, good beer, and
good ethnic music. This is an annual event at the
Restaurant and if you plan to attend, reservations
are required. Don’t leave home without them.

A Sad Note: On Christmas eve, Elijah Clements, a
talented and creative young accordionist, lost his life
in an automobile accident. He was part of a new
generation of accordionists, and the accordion world
will certainly miss his contributions. Rest in Peace,
Elijah. We now know where you SQUEEZIN.

START PLANNING: | have a great plan for you.
Next March 13 through 15 in Lewisville, TX, the Na-
tional Accordion Association will hold its annual Con-
vention at the Hilton Garden Inn. This is your oppor-

January 2025

tunity to enjoy some of the best accordion perfor-
mances close to home. In addition, the NAA will initi-
ate a collaboration invitation and request other musi-
cians who play string, reed, and brass instruments to
join in the convention. This will be a tremendous leap
forward to all instruments playing all music. You can
also participate in the program. There will be jam
sessions, an adult FUN Band plus other chances to
play for your old and new friends. Consider this some-
thing to do in 2025. If you are not familiar with the
program, give me a note and | will get you started.
Incidentally, for those who plan to play in the FUN
Band, the music arrangements will be available this
month on the NAA website.

ALBUQUERQUE ACCORDION EXTRAVAGANZA
and BAND CAMP is scheduled from May 14 to 18,
2025, at the Hyatt Place Albuquerque Airport in Albu-
querque, NM. There are special room rates for those
who attend, and you can also pick your desired dates.
This event will host Zoom meetings prior to the event
that will help you to play the required music. You
must register prior to the meeting to obtain both the
Zoom meetings schedule and music. Registrations are
open until March 15, 2025. This event will cost 5269
per person. For all registrations and additional infor-
mation please go to kdcstudios@gmail.com.

As future events happen, hopefully we will see
them in advance, so you can make plans to attend.
Keep checkin’ this article! ~ Dick

Free Accordion Music Websites

Check out the following sites
for new and free accordion music:

- Donquattrocchi.com
- 8notes.com/accordion

Try em! You'll like em!
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December Meeting Minutes

Secretary Lois Roth

The Oklahoma Accordion Club held its
Christmas party/meeting on Sunday, December
8, 2024. Some members came early to set up
tables for the auction. VP/Treasurer Ron
Shearon sold auction tickets.

President Maggie Abel called the meeting to
order at 3:35 PM. There were fourteen mem-
bers and eight guests present. Ron led us in The
Pledge of Allegiance.

Janet Haskin began the festivities with two
seasonal songs: "Up On The House Top" and
"Carol of The Bells."

Diego Rendon, a guest, played several tradi-
tional Mexican songs on his button box. He
plays by ear.

Ron played "Silent Night" (using low bass-
es) on his large accordion.

Dick Albreski and two of his students enter-
tained us next. Aedon Keeley played "Heile
Heilo" and "Love Me Tender." Asher Elliott
performed "Autumn Breezes" by Frosini.

Dick was playing his 48-bass accordion today.
He said it's easier on his back. We enjoyed
hearing more Christmas music: "Santa Claus Is

Coming To Town," "Feliz Navidad" (Dick's ar-
rangement), "The Merry Christmas Polka," and
"White Christmas."

Then it was singalong time! Anne Lopez and
Lois Roth provided music for "Silver Bells,"
"Jingle Bells," "Silent Night," and "O Christmas
Tree." Cassi Radicelli (Anne's mom) played the
bells for "Jingle Bells."

Anne and Lois performed "Jingle Bell Rock,"
"White Christmas," and "Winter Wonderland."

The grand finale to the party was the auction.
An assortment of items was arranged on tables,
and there were many happy winners. The pro-
ceeds will be used to assist our youth group.

Many thanks to Karen West and her helpers
for taking care of the refreshments.

The meeting was adjourned.

Several players enjoyed a jam session while
the clean-up group worked.

Our first meeting of 2025 will be Sunday,
January 12, at 3:30 PM. Join us for music,
snacks, and a good time!

Respectfully submitted,
Lois Roth, OAC Secretary

Birthday Greetings to Members! &

Jack Schillo  Jan 4
Barbara Yuill Jan 12
Cassi Radicelli Jan 15

Tom Phillips Jan 19

Your birthdate is collected from your OAC membership application, if you have chosen to include it.
If your birthdate isn’t listed on our newsletter birthday page during the year,
please contact Karen West at 405-949-0394, or at accordion_karen@yahoo.com
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Oklahoma Accordion Club
Membership & Renewal Form
Make checks payable to: Oklahoma Accordion Club

Mail your membership dues to:Oklahoma Accordion Club
¢/o 209 South 279, Bison, OK

73720
Name Date _ 2.
Street
City State Zip
E-mail Phone ( ) ~
Birthday (MM/DD) _ iy A _ {optional)
[ prefer to receive the monthly newsletter, the Okiahoma Squeezins', by E-mall Conventicnal Mail
The OAC membership year runs from January through December, Membership cost is prorated quarterly for new members.
Primary Membership is $20 per year per individual Lifetime Membership is a one-time fee of $300
Family Membership is $10 per year for each additional family Youth Membership is complimentary for
member, when accompanied by a Primary Membership accordion-playing youth through age 18
Your status (please check all that apply): Professional Teacher Repairman Student
Semi-Professional Associate Hobby Amateur Other

Oklahoma Accordion Club
7109 NW 102 Street
Oklahoma City OK 73162

FIrRsT CLASS MAIL
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